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SUBJECT: IRISH RADIO AND TV CLOSED BY STRIKE. 

A LONG-SMOULDERING DISPUTE BETWEEN 30 CARPENTERS AND PAINTERS AND 
RTE, THE IRISH RADIO AND TELEVISION NETWORK, FORCED THE CLOSING 
OF RTE MAY 14. NEGOTIATIONS BROKE DOWN AND THE IRISH CONGRESS OF 
TRADE UNIONS MOVED IN TO SUPPORT THE STRIKE, THUS FORCING ALL 
UNIONS REPRESENTED AT RTE TO RESPECT THE PICKET LINE. 

COMMENT: THE FIRST VICTIM OF THE CLOSE-DOWN IS THE FINE GAEL 
PARTY'S ANNUAL CONVENTION IN GALWAY THIS WEEKEND. LIKE THEIR 
AMERICAN PARTY COUNTERPARTS, THE IRISH POLITICAL PARTIES COUNT ON 
HEAVY TV AND RADIO COVERAGE OF THEIR CONVENTIONS. PARTY SECRETARY 
JIM SANFEY HAD STAGE-MANAGED THE CONVENTION TO FOCUS PUBLIC 
ATTENTION ON TWO UPCOMING BI-ELECTIONS FOR VACANT SEATS IN THE 
DAIL (PARLIAMENT). FTNF.-GAET -LABOR VICTORIES IN THESE BI-ELECTIONS 
WILL GO A LONG WAY TOWARD DEMONSTRATING THAT THE COALITION 
GOVERNMENT, DESPITE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS BESETTING THE COUNTRY, 

IS STILL FIRMLY IN THE SADDLE (SEPTEL). 
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